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did not cast his eyes on the images of Christ or the
"Virgin, and refused to accept the crucifix offered
lilm by a priest, thus showing the power which the
Devil exercises over those who have voluntarily
given themselves into his hands.

In his theological writings, Richelieu accepted
"the common beliefs as to magic and the direct in-
terposition of the Evil One; he was apparently in
full harmony with the doctrines of the Church.
These doctrines then found acceptance among the
magistrates almost as much as among the clergy.
.Many of the French parliaments, and among them
the Parliament of Paris, at various times issued
vigorous decrees against the damnable crime of
magic. Not long before the trial of Grandier, two
men, of whom one was a priest, were accused of at-
tempting Richelieu's life by the use of charms and
magical preparations. The Devil, so it was shown,
liad often appeared to them, but admitted that he
could accomplish nothing against their enemy, be-
cause God kept special guard over him. Though
their evil devices thus redounded to the Cardinal's
glory, the court convicted the accused of magic and
sentenced them to be burned.

But this phase of belief was waning, and such
prosecutions became rare as the century advanced.
One of the last formal protests against more en-
lightened views came from the judges of Rouen
when, in 1672, Colbert ordered the magistrates to
entertain no more accusations for witchcraft. The
Parliament of Rouen protested that such indulgence
was contrary, not only to God's law, but also to allGrandier when executede Evil One, by which somespeed.Theob*
